A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE

as it is sometimes called from its opening phrase. Post fabricam
mundi. This work, which was for centuries regarded as a classic,
was revised by ROLAND OF PARMA, a pupil of Roger. The surgery
of Roger is, in the main, conservative and non-operative x (Plate
xix). He regarded suppuration as an essential process in the
history of wounds, though he employed ligatures as well as styptics
to check haemorrhage. Skin diseases were included in the surgery
of that day, and were treated for the most part with mercurial
ointment.

Another interesting contribution to Salernitan literature was
made by MUSANDINUS,S who wrote De modo praeparandi cibos et potus
infirmorum ; in other words, a textbook of sickroom cookery.
More interesting still is the work on Medical Ethics entitled De
Adventu Medici, or " The Doctor's Visit," written by ARCHIMATHEUS
in 1140. The folio wing quotation gives some idea of the nature
of the advice 3 : " When called to a patient commend yourself
to God and to the angel who guided Tobias. On the way,
learn as much as possible from the messenger, so that, if you
discover nothing from the patient's pulse, you may still astonish
him and gain his confidence by your knowledge of the case. On
arrival ask the friends whether the patient has confessed, for if
you bid him do so after the examination you will frighten him.
Then sit down, take a drink, and praise the beauty of the country
and the house, if they deserve it, or extol the liberality of the
family. Do not be in a hurry to give an opinion, for the friends
will be more grateful for your judgment if they have to wait for
it. If asked to dinner, do not hasten to take the first place unless
is is offered to you. Send often to inquire for the patient, that
he may see you do not neglect him for the pleasures of the table,
and on leaving, express your thanks for the attentions shown you*"

The Medical Curriculum at Salerno
The study of medicine at Salerno was no haphazard affair.
Early in, the twelfth century medical practice had been brought
under official jurisdiction by King Roger II of Sicily, and later,
the Emperor Frederick II, most able and enlightened of the
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